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Dear Parents,
This is a very exciting time of year for James Morden School.  Many positive initiatives have begun both academic and extracurricular.  We invite students and parents to get involved wherever possible!
Teachers have worked very hard to develop and implement our balanced literacy program.  Parents can further support their child’s reading development by reading daily with them at home.  Please speak to your child’s teacher to get more information about your child’s reading level.  We really need students to be able to explain their thinking both orally and in their written work.
Mrs. Kosuta, our literacy coach, is once again running our reading and parents (RAP) program at James Morden.  We thank Mrs. Kosuta for her tireless efforts and leadership to enhance our school’s literacy program.  
[image: A+ bear]Term 1 Report Cards
Report cards will be coming home on Wednesday, December 2.  We encourage all parents to plan for an interview to discuss their child’s progress with the homeroom teacher.  Interview schedules will be sent home with your child’s report card. 
                   [image: ]      

Remembrance Day Assemblies
Students will be involved in an assembly on November 11th to recognize the awesome contributions that Canadian men and women have made over the years to ensure our freedom.  Our Junior and Intermediate classes will be traveling to the Niagara Falls Arena to participate in the City of Niagara Falls Remembrance Day ceremony.  Our Primary assembly will begin at 10:40 a.m. and will last approximately 30 minutes.  Students who belong to community groups such as Beavers/Cubs/Brownies/Scouts/Cadets are encouraged to wear their uniforms. Family members are welcome to join us.  Students will be provided with poppies on November 11th.
What's the "Big Idea"?
As part of our school focus this year, staff and students are working hard towards improving skills in reading through establishing a focus on a “big idea". Framing curriculum expectations around the exploration of a big idea gives students a purpose for reading and expressing their thinking orally, by writing, or through a form of media. During Term One, our Primary division will be exploring the question, "What make a great classroom and school?” Our Junior division will be learn more about how others have demonstrated skills in "Winning @ Life". Students will consider various answers to the question, "What do you think might motivate an 


individual to take the “big risks” that lend to creating a positive change in their community/world?" Finally, the Intermediate division has asked, "How can we make a difference in the world?" As parents, you can assist us by engaging your children in conversations about these questions and helping them to think critically about how their own participation in their day to day lives can enable them to make a difference in the world.
Accommodation Review
On November 9, 2009, the first South Niagara Falls Accommodation Review Public Meeting will be held at Princess Margaret Public School in Niagara Falls at 6:00 p.m.  The schools involved in the review are:  F.J. Rutland, River View, Battlefield, Princess Margaret, Heximer and James Morden.

Members of the public are welcome to provide input on the accommodation review by way of written submission or verbal presentation.  There will be a limit of 3 minutes per speaker or presentation.  Presenters are asked to submit a written copy of their presentation at the meeting.

James Morden Mission/Vision Statement
The staff at James Morden has worked extremely hard to create a new Mission/Vision for the school.  This framework will allow us to express to students (and parents) who and what we would like our students and school to be. Please look for a final copy of the mission and vision to come home with your child.
Coaches’ Corner
A collaboration from the desks of James Morden’s Literacy Coach and Teacher Librarian
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 =  BOOK IT!
             
At James Morden the teachers continue to encourage excellence in reading and are always trying to find ways to motivate their students to read!  The  BOOK IT! Program is sponsored by Pizza Hut® and supports teachers to motivate children to read through praise, recognition and pizza.  Teachers set goals that match each child’s reading ability- number of books, number of pages or number of minutes.  When students reach their monthly goal they receive a Reading Award Certificate.  This certificate is redeemed at Pizza Hut for a free one-topping Personal Pan Pizza, a BOOK IT! card and a back pack clip.  The program runs from October through March.  

As a parent you can support your child in their reading goal by reading with them each day and encouraging them to reach their goal.  Your child will have a positive attitude towards reading as they have fun reaching their goal and celebrating their achievements!

Sincerely,
The Literacy Library Team:
Amanda Kosuta, Literacy Coach  & Cathy Andres, Teacher Librarian


[image: See full size image]

[image: ]School Council




We had a productive discussion at our October School Council meeting.     
Council generated some great ideas to help make connections between our  school and the community.  We are planning to have a family movie night and Book Fair sale at James Morden, November 4th.  Stay tuned for the movie features of the night!    
On Wednesday, November 4th, some of our School Council members will attend the annual DSBN School Council Conference at Westlane Secondary.  We will have the opportunity to attend various presentations on how parents and schools can enhance student learning and activities.   
Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, November 24 at 6 p.m. in the school library.  We always welcome new families to our meeting.
Scholastic Book Fair
 
The Scholastic Book Fair "Galaxy of Books" will be open for sales from November 4-6! 

· “A love of reading is the greatest educational gift you can give your children,” says
·  Mary Leonhardt, author of “99 Ways to Get Your Kids to Love Reading” and “100 Books They’ll Love.”  Our school’s Scholastic Book Fair is a great way to give this gift to our children.
· Every student gets to visit the fair, and we hope you and other family members will stop by as well at our Family Event.  You can come to the fair any time during school hours. More information about the Book Fair will be sent home in the next couple of weeks. We hope that having this information now will help you to plan for any purchases your child may wish to make next month at the Book Fair. Please know that all transactions are cash only.

Athletics
[image: ]Mr. Gallacher has been working very hard with our boys’ intermediate team which has been doing well with league play.  The members on the boys’ team are: Austin Morris, Tyler Styles, Jovo Bielich, Trent Anderson Weaver, Michael Stoyka, Ryan Stinson, Charles MacLean, Ryan Lucas, and Demetri Polydorou.
We also thank Madame Duncan who is coaching the girls’ team.  Members on the girls’ team are: Karly Benson, Maddison Pritchard, Tara Cheeseman, Dayna Zizian, Melissa Dalke, Bayan Al-Darawish, Keren Trigerous and Rebecca Williams.
Both teams are nearing the end of a fun and very successful season and now wait to see their position for playoffs.   
Coaches on both teams would like to thank our parent drivers.
Our Cross Country team, led by Mr. Fish, Miss Warkentin and Miss Wink had a very successful season this year.  The team represented our school extremely well at the DSBN Championship.
Intramurals
We thank Mr. Paxton and Miss Warkentin for organizing our junior intramural program that takes place over our Nutrition breaks.  There has been excellent participation and skill development.   

Clubs and Activities at James Morden
Mrs. Bouchard and Mrs. Yablo have started the Primary Choir. This year we are excited to have students in Grade One participating in the choir! We are looking forward to their first performance here at school during the Primary Remembrance Day Service on November 11th.

Ms. Andres has been working with a group of Junior students in the Laugh Out Loud (LOL) Reading Club. Students have been finding humour as they read and explore a variety of humourous texts.

Ms. Zwolak has started the Jenga Club, which has been offered to students in Grades 1-8. Club members meet once each week to practice their tower building skills in a fun environment!
Welcome Student Teachers
James Morden is fortunate to host three dynamic student teachers in our classrooms: Miss Vani is working in 5/6R, Mrs. Taraba is in 2B, and Miss Dobrosavljevic is in 4/5F.  All of these teachers are completing their teacher qualification programs at their respective faculties of education.
From the desk of Mrs. Bodner
[image: ]Parents are reminded to please call the school prior to 8:40am if your son/daughter will be absent or has an appointment first thing in the morning! 

1-2-3-Magic Parent Workshop at James Morden!
Presenter Fred Steinhouse, a certified trainer in the the 1-2-3-Magic approach, will be running a 3 hour training session for parents/guardians at James Morden School on Thursday, November 26th from 5:30 - 8:30. This presentation will focus on effective discipline techniques for children 2-12 years of age. You will learn parenting strategies to help put an end to power struggles, arguing and whining in less than two weeks! This approach will encourage communication between you and your child and has been proven to help kids to get their homework done and to perform chores around the home more effectively. Discussion will include the biggest mistakes that people make when trying to discipline children.

A shuttle service will run to James Morden from Kate S. Durdan, Forestview, Westlane Secondary, Orchard Park and Greendale schools. Refreshments and childcare will also be available. Early registrations are recommended! Please contact the school office to register by Friday, November 20th.
Students of the Month
[image: boy with hat]Each month, the staff at James Morden takes time to recognize students who demonstrate excellence in a particular area.  Our second recognition assembly was held on Thursday, October 30 at 1:45 p.m. Students received a certificate and will have their pictures placed on a display board in the front lobby.  We will continue to notify parent prior to assemblies.  The students recognized for the month of October were: Harley Allen, Jacob Dempsey, Kerim Mostic, Shianne Kraft, Nicholas Molnar, Nicole Margettie, Ethan Libera, Magdelena Olason, Dylan Cryderman, Samira Frank, Andrew Mizzoni, Kenny Qi, Ezekiel Weber, Kelvin Buljubasic, Sef Al-Darawish, Michael Stooyka, Karly Benson, Trent Anderson Weaver and Richhie Singh.

Marathon Water Station
Congratulations to the students, staff, and parents of James Morden School for demonstrating excellent team work and school spirit at Mile 15 along the Casino Niagara International Marathon.  Our group did an amazing job of providing runners with water and encouragement. A special thank-you to the James Morden staff for their tremendous job organizing our students and water station.  Congratulations also to Ms. Cleaver, one of our Educational Assistants for completing this year’s marathon.  We are all extremely proud of her efforts.  This was an excellent community connection for our children.
School Website
Thank you to Ms. Zwolak who submitted all the information to get our new school website up and running.  This website will be a continuous work in progress.  It’s a great place to get a copy of our newsletter or monthly calendar.  Please take some time and visit us at: www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/Schools/James Morden/
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It’s Getting Cold!!!
November brings the cold and wet weather.  It can also bring some confusion to school routines.
We all expect cold temperatures and some rain during the fall.  Please dress your children appropriately for the weather!  We will attempt to allow students outside during as many recesses as possible.  If there is heavier rain, the following procedures will be followed:
At 8:30 a.m. – students will be allowed in the hallway using their normal entry door.  A teacher on duty will direct students to their classes.
Nutrition Breaks – students remain in their classrooms and are involved in suitable quiet activities. 
                Milk Program
[image: milk carton]We have an excellent level of participation in our Milk Program.  We thank all those students who participate in this healthy initiative.  
[image: ]Pizza Lunches
Pizza lunches will be held on the following Fridays in November….5th and 19th.  The “Special” consists of 2 pieces of pizza and 1 juice box/water.  Additional slices of pizza can be purchased for 75 cents.  All pizza money and order forms are due on Wednesday of each pizza week.  
Sub Lunches
Sub lunches for students will be held on November 12th and 26th.  All order forms and money are due to the office by Tuesday of that week.
Newsletter Draw
Congratulations to Thomas Ducker for being the lucky winner of our October Newsletter draw.  Don’t forget to return the slip for November’s draw.
P.A. Day
Please note that on Friday, November 13, there will be no school for students as all staff members will be involved in Professional Activity workshops for the morning and team building activities in the afternoon.    
Youth Connection Nurse
The Youth Connection Nurse assigned to our school is Donna Markarion.  She will be promoting optimal health among our students and assisting us to develop a healthy school environment.  The personal information that is collected by Public Health Nurses is done so in accordance with the Nursing Act and is used solely to assist you.  This information is held in strict confidence.  You have the right to access this information or ask questions about it by contacting the Region’s Corporate Records Manager at 905-685-1571 x 3741.  
Bingo
A big thank you to Lori Goulet and Darlene Libera who have been able to volunteer their time this year to work Bingo.  We would also like to thank the new parents who have signed up as new bingo helpers.  The money we make from these bingos help pay for trips and busses, purchase new uniforms, and help support many other student activities.  Our next sessions at the Delta Bingo will be held on the following dates:
November 26th 
December 24th and 31st
[image: ]

CHILD ADVOCACY WEEK
The District School Board of Niagara is pleased to dedicate the week of November 16, 2009 as “Child Advocacy Week” in support of the many Niagara community agencies that work to uphold the rights of children.  

Throughout the week, students will learn about Child Advocacy Centre Niagara.

Child Advocacy Centre Niagara is a child-friendly, child-focused place, where the needs of abused children are met. Through a partnership with the Niagara Regional Police, Family and Children’s Services and Family Counselling Centre Niagara, the Child Advocacy Centre Niagara gives abused children a safe place to tell their secrets and to get the help they need. The Centre is the first dedicated facility of its kind in Canada.  Its mission and sole purpose is to “serve victimized children.”   For more information please visit www.cacniagara.org

November 20, International Children’s Day, is designated to raise contributions to CACN which, in turn, are used to break the cycle of child abuse and neglect.    

EXCITING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME
The District School Board of Niagara will be hosting groups of Korean and Vietnamese students in various elementary schools during the school year.  Our experience last year with this endeavor was highly successful. The children, who speak basic English, are placed in classrooms at their age-equivalent grade level and show great interest in being in our classrooms.  
For living arrangements, every effort is made to place the students in homes of families whose children attend either the same DSBN school or another DSBN school.  In this arrangement, the Canadian child experiences a sense of leadership and the exchange student benefits from a sense of security.  Both benefit by being exposed to a foreign culture, so important in a globalizing world, and by building a close mutual friendship bond. Nurturing families who have no children of their own or whose children go to schools other than those of the DSBN, may also be considered.
Thank you for your consideration of this opportunity.  If you would like more information or an application, please contact the program host, Marina Wilson asap at 905-688-8119 or by Email: marina@hospitalitecanada.com
Calendar Reminder
Check the calendar for a list of most activities.
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NEWSLETTER DRAW:

Please sign and return this section to indicate that you have read the James Morden Journal.  One returned slip will be chosen randomly.  That student will win a free lunch!

The ___________________________ family has read the James Morden Journal.

	Student(s) Names							Teacher
____________________________________________________		__________________________________
____________________________________________________		__________________________________

Parent Signature:	____________________________________________________

Please return this slip by Monday, November 9, 2009
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